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To: 

· participants of the Southern Voices Online Debate on Biotechnology and Food

· the readers of the Biotechnology and Development Monitor. 

Request to you:

To answer the questions (see our last page) as extensively and contextually as you can, because we are envisioning the future of the Monitor: its content, its means to reach out and its outreach. We invite you to put down your vision, or comment on ours. 

Why:

We are envisioning a world where information on biotechnology and development is shared truly, respectfully, equally and impartially. A world in which the Monitor improves decision making in the field of development, the application of biotechnology, its regulation and its research. A world in which the Monitor supports all those who would like to contribute to knowledge building in the South as well as in the North.   

How:

The Monitor analyzes developments in biotechnology and its effect and impact worldwide through interdisciplinary approaches and integration of theoretical and empirical information from the natural and social sciences. It considers global, international, national and local levels, regulatory and production systems and economic and social developments and needs. For example: inventions and innovations, economic growth, employment, agricultural development, biodiversity, food safety and food security, basic needs, indigenous knowledge systems, social differentiation and human rights, 

================================================================================

Our OUTLINE of the

Biotechnology and Development Monitor Number 50

Theme of this Jubilee Issue:

“LOOKING  BACK: LOOKING FORWARD”

FOREWORD to the 50th Edition of the Monitor

·
E d i t o r i a l

The Monitor has been a great neutral source of information for 12 years. It was established as an early warning ‘alert’ system. Many of the alert signals it pointed to have now become reality e.g. Genetically Modified (GM) crops are abound; the knowledge and information has become patented and thus been removed from the realm of the public domain; the public research is privatized, and so forth and so on. Unlike the 1980s the press and web is full of biotech information.

The Monitor was and still is well read worldwide because it contains innovative research on biotechnology, private and public spheres of influence as well as global, national and local ones. It discussed regulatory as well as food production systems, techniques, the various related sectors from agriculture to health to energy and even biological warfare, from biodiversity, biosafety to ethical aspects, to indigenous knowledge, to participatory approaches, et cetera. Whatever the topic, however complicated the issues, the Monitor provided the information, readers could understand, acquired tools to monitor and analyze. The Monitor has been analyzing the relevance, process and impact of biotechnologies on developing countries. No other magazine or web site has devoted or is devoting itself exclusively to this subject matter.

Whilst many things have changed over these past 12 years, the need for concise, reliable, impartial and valuable information on these subjects remains the same. The Monitor’s unique constituency (at present 5.000 subscribers in 130 countries, two-thirds of it in the developing countries) consists of policy and decision makers at various levels, of researchers and scientists of universities and research institutes within the public, semi-public and private sectors, of writers and journalists, and NGOs, et cetera. The constituency could and should be broadened and deepened, covering even larger numbers.

So what is different then and why the need for a fresh approach to the Monitor? To name but a few reasons: the impact of information needs to be screened more than ever; the options need to be put into perspective; the alternatives evaluated; international benchmarking (what worked for you and what could work for us?) is urgent; comparative analyses of best practices should take place. Globalization urges us to make use of each other’s information. There is ample scope to broaden our horizon, our skills and capacities.

The fresh approach to the Monitor - in addition to a paper edition - lies in making more and better use of the information and communication technology through online editing and online publishing, developing digital dossiers on certain topics, online learning modules and online debates. Thus in making better use of networks, deepening and expanding them in the South as well as in the North, through for example Regional Seminars. Analyzing, recycling and re-using information, views, insights and articles through such a variety of means stimulates and supports an equal exchange and sharing of information grounded in the best and broadest means to interact between peoples. Involvement with the Monitor should become deeper and more widespread; most importantly by its readers, networks, authors, editors, board and all those who want to become involved; who want to contribute.

THE OBJECTIVES OF THE MONITOR
To name but a few, are to:

-
provide a broad basis of knowledge

-
document local experiences with biotechnology

-
increase the capacity of the local media to report accurately and effectively on these issues

-
increase the capacity of decision- and policy makers, journalists, NGOs, farmers large and small, to  formulate informed decisions

-
increase the influence of readers in the generation of content

-
connect readers with each other through (regional and international) networks

-
identify stakeholders and information networks in the various regions in the world

-
to give coherence and wider relevance to often fragmented, inaccessible and regionally specific information on agricultural biotechnology being generated by local scientists, policy-makers and agriculturalists

-
contribute to public awareness and understanding of all biotechnologies

THE 50th EDITION OF THE MONITOR

This issue takes a look at how the Monitor started and what it achieved, in terms of biotechnology and development and its congruence (negatively or positively). Most importantly, it will look into the building blocks for a new future for the magazine. That is: how new tools, means and approaches could provide greater depth and meaning to the issues of biotechnology and development (the Monitor) and its constituency. It is a future that we are currently actively creating and with this issue we are extending an open invitation to you, the readers, to jump on board and actively participate in

this common effort.

LOOKING BACK

·
Perspectives from a former editor 

·
Developments of the Biotechnology and Development Program (of the Dutch Ministry of Development Cooperation) - a critical analysis

·
Perspectives from a Southern-based international institution

LOOKING FORWARD
·
P e o p l e
The Knowledge Carriers - a number of ‘People Postcards’. Who are they and what they need(ed) to know:


- what biotechnology and development has meant in the past


- what biotechnology and development could/should mean in the future.

·
N e t w o r k i n g  and  A l l i a n c e  B u i l d i n g

How information on biotechnology and development can be shared truly, respectfully, equally and impartially. What networking and alliance building could be (where, what, whom), how it works, the means to network – what means to use, its relationship with the new technologies (ICT), new media, in order to link various knowledge domains to generate qualitatively, new and different kinds of insights and knowledge. Of course these also include so-called traditional means like: hard or paper copies, meetings, regional seminars.


- Internationalizing the editorial processes


- CBDC as a living network

- The Swedish Biotechnology and Development Program and its regional networks. 

-  Regional Seminar of the Monitor

·
K n o w l e d g e  M e a n s:
In this section we focus on the need for ‘tailor-made’ information; different new mechanisms for knowledge transfer; the increasing importance of understanding clear, coherent lines of argument, and perhaps explain a shift in content focus we will be making towards trying to bring together very different kinds of new knowledge domains in the future. 
- CBDC online course


- Digital Dossiers – Technical Outline


- Digital Dossiers – Content Outline


- Use of Online Information

·
B u i l d i n g   and   I m p a c t:
Linking the network approaches with the means to be better and speedier informed with input of a higher quality knowledge and capacity, leads to higher effectiveness and impact in, for example,  organizational development (ours and those of partner organizations), capacity building, speedier intervention mechanisms at various levels, to demands for more and better information on other fields of biotechnology, et cetera.


-  Reaching the un-reached: How can ICTs be used to empower the rural poor in the developing world through enhanced access to relevant information on Biotechnology


-  What do you (knowledge carriers – decision makers, journalists, leading NGOs, researchers) want or need to know?


- IPR on Traditional Knowledge – tools for impact.


- Lessons of the past, building for future impact – interview with founder of BDM. 

= = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = =
THE QUESTIONS FOR YOU TO ANSWER AND SEND BACK TO US AS SOON AS POSSIBLE:

Please answer the questions extensively and contextually – you as an individual within a particular setting (education, culture, country, et cetera).

1. Describe why and when you became interested in (the) Biotechnology and Development (Monitor):

2. Describe what the main fields of interest within Biotechnology and Development are of

A) you

B) your institute or organization

C) your region or country

D) your constituency

3. What do you think should a magazine like the Biotechnology and Development Monitor focus on to realize its vision? 

A) Content-wise

B) Means and Tools

C) Outreach

4. Describe how do you think the Monitor could accomplish this?

5. In what way would you be interested to learn more about other people’s experiences in your field of expertise and your region:

Please: share your vision with us: your why as well as your how.

6. Your name:

7. Your occupation:

8. Your place of work (institution or organization; mention also if it is public, semi-public or private):

9. Your function or position in your place of work:

10. Your age:

11. Your gender:

12. If possible, send in a photograph (digitally or otherwise).

Please send the answers (including questions and perhaps a photograph) as soon as possible to the above email address.  

Thank you for your cooperation.

4-4, 27-11-2002

